



























Top Tip for Talking!





Get down to your child’s level and engage their attention before speaking or asking a question.


Young children find it difficult to listen and carry on with an activity at the same time. Saying their name first encourages them to stop and listen.
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Top Tip for Talking!





Children often need time to put


their thoughts together before


answering, so give them longer to


respond than you would with an


adult. Make sure to maintain eye


contact as you wait for them to complete their remark.
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Top Tip for Talking!





Talk about what your child is interested in.  Take turns to talk even if he/she is not talking yet.  With very young children, simply imitate their words and sentences.  This will show them that you are valuing their words and will encourage them to keep on talking.
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Try not to ask too many questions, especially ones that sound like you’re constantly testing the child. The best questions are those that challenge the child to think rather than give an instant answer, like yes or no. Too many questions can easily block the flow of natural conversation.
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It’s easier to talk to each other if you are face to face.  Whether it be playing on the floor or the grass, kneeling at bath time or sitting together at meal times.  Being down at your child’s level makes it easier to keep eye contact when talking together.
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Top Tip for Talking!





Make sure this time is quiet to help them focus on your words, undisturbed, and is not being masked by the television or phone. You may want to make time to share a book or sing nursery rhymes together.
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Top Tip for Talking!





A child’s language and thinking will develop through interactions with others.  This arises naturally from a shared activity which provides something of interest to talk about and gives a clear context for words and meanings.
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Keep sentences short. Describe your everyday activities. As you talk about what you are doing (‘I’m washing the cup.’), repeat your words slowly and clearly. Saying things more than once helps children to join in and pick up new words.
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Open-ended questions can give you opportunities to continue a conversation.  For example, ‘I wonder what the little boy wants?’ can encourage children to respond in full sentences or even several sentences.  In contrast, the closed question: ‘Does the little boy want the car?’ leads only to ‘Yes’, ‘No’, or ‘I don’t know’. 
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Help your child use more words by adding to what they say.  For example, if your child says ‘bus’ you say ‘big bus’.  If your child is using two words, then you could use three words.  For example, child says, ‘Dolly breakfast’; adult says, ‘Yes, dolly is eating breakfast.’
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The goal is to communicate and talk with the child, as partners who respond to each other.  Whether with a tiny baby who communicates through smiling, cooing and crying, or an older child who uses talk and gestures, the golden rule is to notice what the child is paying attention to or trying to explain, and develop talk about that.
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Praise the child’s efforts, even if the results aren’t perfect.  If a child makes an error in a word or sentence, simple say the correct version rather than pointing out the mistake.  For example, if the child says, ‘I goed to the park’, you might say ‘Wow, so you went to the park’.
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Describe what is happening as it is happening.  Think of ‘commenting’ like ‘commentating’ – as in what sport presenters do!  Watch and describe what you see your child is doing.  Commenting does not mean that there should be no silences when a child is playing.  Pauses will help your child think about what they are going to stay.





Observe and comment on your child’s current interests





Top Tip for Talking!





Describe what is happening as it is happening.  Think of ‘commenting’ like ‘commentating’ – as in what sport presenters do!  Watch and describe what you see your child is doing.  Commenting does not mean that there should be no silences when a child is playing.  Pauses will help your child think about what they are going to stay.





Observe and comment on your child’s current interests





Top Tip for Talking!





Describe what is happening as it is happening.  Think of ‘commenting’ like ‘commentating’ – as in what sport presenters do!  Watch and describe what you see your child is doing.  Commenting does not mean that there should be no silences when a child is playing.  Pauses will help your child think about what they are going to stay.





Observe and comment on your child’s current interests





Top Tip for Talking!





Describe what is happening as it is happening.  Think of ‘commenting’ like ‘commentating’ – as in what sport presenters do!  Watch and describe what you see your child is doing.  Commenting does not mean that there should be no silences when a child is playing.  Pauses will help your child think about what they are going to stay.





Observe and comment on your child’s current interests





Top Tip for Talking!





Describe what is happening as it is happening.  Think of ‘commenting’ like ‘commentating’ – as in what sport presenters do!  Watch and describe what you see your child is doing.  Commenting does not mean that there should be no silences when a child is playing.  Pauses will help your child think about what they are going to stay.





Observe and comment on your child’s current interests





Top Tip for Talking!





Describe what is happening as it is happening.  Think of ‘commenting’ like ‘commentating’ – as in what sport presenters do!  Watch and describe what you see your child is doing.  Commenting does not mean that there should be no silences when a child is playing.  Pauses will help your child think about what they are going to stay.





Observe and comment on your child’s current interests





Top Tip for Talking!





Describe what is happening as it is happening.  Think of ‘commenting’ like ‘commentating’ – as in what sport presenters do!  Watch and describe what you see your child is doing.  Commenting does not mean that there should be no silences when a child is playing.  Pauses will help your child think about what they are going to stay.





Observe and comment on your child’s current interests





Top Tip for Talking!





Describe what is happening as it is happening.  Think of ‘commenting’ like ‘commentating’ – as in what sport presenters do!  Watch and describe what you see your child is doing.  Commenting does not mean that there should be no silences when a child is playing.  Pauses will help your child think about what they are going to stay.





Observe and comment on your child’s current interests





Top Tip for Talking!
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